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Governing Board Meeting Minutes 

March 18, 2026 

ATTENDEES: 
Bohlen, Amanda Ohio State University Extension 

Farnsworth, Jennifer Parent Representative 

Goddard, George Washington County Behavioral Health Board 

Hellinger, Craig Parent Representative 

Hermann, David Parent Representative 

Lane, Josh Washington County Health Department 

Miller, Kelly Marietta Belpre Health Department 

Neill, Tiffany Washington County Board of Developmental Disabilities 

Rauch, Dawn Community Action Program of Wash./Morg. Co.’s 

Starcher, Stephanie Fort Frye Local Schools 

Stewart, Alice Washington County PCSA 

Warner, Heather GoPacks 

Davis, Cindy FCF Council Director / HMG Contract Manager 

Higgins, Jon FCF Financial Officer / Office Manager 
 
 

ABSENT: 
Freimann, Flite Washington County Dept. of Job & Family Services 

Garrett, Adryanne Hopewell Health Centers 

Schaeffer, Mary Marietta City Schools 

Schilling, Charlie Washington County Commissioner 

Schenkel, Geoff City of Marietta 

Shipley, Rachel Project Head Start 

VanCleave, David Ohio Department of Youth Services 

Warsinsky, Larkin Southeastern Ohio Counseling Center 

Werry, Tasha Building Bridges to Careers 

 
GUESTS: 

Melissa Doan – Head Start 
Alex Miller – Aetna/OhioRISE 
Katie Enderle – OhioRISE 
 

 

 



 

 

 

INTRODUCTIONS 
 
PRESENTATION  

Joy Edgell, Executive Director of Preschool & Administrative Services at Ohio Valley Educational 
Service Center (OVESC), presented to Council on the services they provide and their overall 
purpose. OVESC focuses on partnering with the community to support families, strengthen 
connections, and maximize resources so children and families can thrive, while promoting 
continuous learning for both parents and children. 

Joy also presented at the No Wrong Door Lunch & Learn in March, and the video is available on 
the Family and Children First website. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

February 18, 2026 Governing Board Meeting Minutes were included in the emailing.   
 

George Goddard made the motion to approve the February 18, 2026 minutes as 
emailed.    
Alice Stewart seconded the motion. 
Motion Carried 

 

 FINANCIAL REPORTS 
  

February Financial Reports were included in the emailing. Jon Higgins passed around the Fiscal 
Paperwork binder for Council viewing.  These reports were included in emailing.  
 
Financial Reports include a Financial Report Summary for All Accounts, Financial Officer 
Summary and Reports for each account. 
 
The Financial Officer Summary Report is a summary of items that stand out for the month with 
an explanation and include a summary of any Appropriations and Amended Certificates for the 
month. 
 
Each report for expenditures includes the budget beginning balance; any changes in that 
account that would reflect with the resolutions; monthly expenses; year to date expenses; 
outstanding encumbrances and finally the ending available balance. 
 
Each report for revenue includes beginning balance, any changes in that account that would 
reflect with amended certificates; monthly revenue; year to date revenue; and anticipated 
revenue to be received. 
 



 

 

Other Fiscal Reports includes a detailed report of all expenses and revenue; copies of amended 
certificates and resolutions for that month. 

 
George Goddard made the motion to approve the February financial reports as 
emailed. 
Tiffany Neill seconded the motion. 
Motion carried. 

 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

The Director’s report was included in the emailing. Cindy reviewed points from the 
Director’s report and the following handouts were included in the emailing; MSY Activity 
Stats, National Child Abuse Prevention Month Webinar Flyer, PAX Tools Virtual Trainings 
Flyers, Community Baby Bash Flyer, April Lunch & Learn Flyer, COAD Coffee & 
Connection Flyer, SE Ohio Food Bank Data, and Household Hazardous Waste Collection 
Day.   

 
COMMITTEE / WORKGROUP REPORTS 
 

1. Family & Youth Voice Workgroup – The workgroup met before the Council Meeting.  
They discussed potential uses for the remaining Family & Youth Voice Funding.  The 
workgroup agreed to allocate the remaining funds by splitting funds between the printing 
of rack cards for parents, and providing financial support to The Right Path of Washington 
County. They also reviewed the current status and next steps for the Parent Videos 
initiative.   

 
2. No Wrong Door Cross-Systems Training Team – The team met March 16th and the 

meeting notes were included in the emailing.  During the meeting, they discussed 
updates on the Lunch & Learn, reviewed responses from the Readiness Questionnaire 
in preparation for the media launch following the May council meeting, and noted that 
more information will be shared soon. The team is also planning a Burnout Resiliency 
Training on October 15th, with Kim Paull secured as the trainer, and additional details 
will be provided later. 

 
3. No other Committees wished to report.  

 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. Voices of Resilience Videos – The Family & Youth Voice workgroup reviewed the status 
and next steps for the Parent Videos initiative. The videos have been successfully 
posted on the FCF website and shared with the Ohio Family and Children First (OFCF) 



 

 

for potential posting on their site, with OFCF planning to further distribute them to the 
Ohio Department of Children and Youth (DCY) to reach families statewide. It was 
recommended not to distribute the videos directly to school websites to avoid 
potential concerns for families with children currently enrolled in those schools. 

 
2. National Parent’s Day – In recognition of National Parents Day on July 26, 2026, 

activities to celebrate and support families were discussed with the Family & Youth 
Voices Workgroup and included the possibility of an outreach table at Walmart to 
share parenting resources and promotional items.   

 

3. No other Old Business was discussed. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Parent Rep Resignations – Steven Lee has accepted a new position for work and is no 
longer able to attend Council meetings, and has therefore resigned from the Council. 
Additionally, David Hermann has resigned due to relocating out of the area. 

 
2. Parent Rep Application – Per ORC 121.37, Council must include at least three parent 

representatives whose families are receiving or have received services from an agency 
represented on the Council or another county’s council. With the recent resignations of 
two parent representatives, at least one replacement is needed. Following the 
September 30, 2025, changes to the ORC, parent representatives may be employed by 
a Council-represented agency and must complete a conflict of interest disclosure and 
abstain from voting on matters involving that agency. Cindy confirmed with the 
regional OFCF consultant that a staff member could serve in the parent rep role. Cindy 
suggested Megan Gilliam to fill the position, and Megan submitted a parent 
application. Cindy reviewed the application with Council, and a vote is required to 
confirm her appointment. Cindy would still like a parent from Early Intervention to also 
serve on Council and has asked EI staff for any recommendations.  

 
George Goddard made the motion to approve Megan Gilliam as a 
parent representative.  
Heather Warner seconded the motion.  
Motion Carried.   

 
3. Fatherhood Grant – The state has released the SFY27 Responsible Fatherhood Initiative 

(RFI) Request for Grant Applications, seeking organizations to strengthen father 
engagement across Ohio. The initiative offers fathers resources and support to 
strengthen their parenting. Funding of $150,000 per county will support services across 
54 identified counties, expanding the initiative to reach all remaining counties 



 

 

statewide.  Cindy formed a workgroup including Alice Stewart, George Goddard, the 
Sheriff, Jail staff, and FCF staff.  The group discussed utilizing funds to support a 24/7 
Dad training, incentives for fathers, and various father events.  The sheriff was excited 
to have this opportunity for inmates and part of their rehabilitation.  George Goddard 
has offered to write the grant.   

 
4. No other new business was discussed.  

 

SHARED PLAN REPORTING BY MEMBERS 
 

No Shared Plan reporting by members. 
 
INFORMATION SHARING / PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Alice Stewart – The Prevention Program is undergoing staff changes, including a new supervisor 
and prevention workers.  April is Child Abuse Awareness Month, and the Prevention Party in 
the Park is scheduled for April 25th; a flyer was distributed.  Additionally, there is an open 
position in the Ongoing Unit. 
 
George Goddard – Washington County Behavioral Health Board (BHB) is accepting applications 
for Certified Peer Support training. The Opioid HUB meetings will now meet quarterly and will 
be combined with the Care Connect meeting.  The next Opioid HUB meeting will be on April 
10th and they will be discussing committee structure and how future committees will be.   
 
Heather Warner – GoPacks enrollment numbers continue to rise and have surpassed last year’s 
highest enrollment total. The Top Chef Challenge will be on April 24th with a combination of 
home and professional chefs.  GoPacks Resource Fair is estimated to be on Sunday, August 23rd, 
but waiting on the start date for Marietta City Schools 26-27 school year.  
 
Tiffany Neill – Everyone should have received the Washington County Board of Developmental 
Disabilities (WCBDD) Annual Report via email. If you have any questions, please reach out to 
Tiffany.  The lifeguard for the Ewing Pool has resigned, and the pool is currently closed.  It is not 
expected that another lifeguard will be contracted before the pool’s scheduled closure; 
however, the YMCA and Betsy Mills are still in discussions regarding a potential contract for the 
pool.  The recent pancake breakfast was a success. 
 
Katie Miller - OhioRISE - 128 youth are being served in Washington County. 
 
Alex Miller – Aetna - OhioRISE is a Medicaid managed care plan for behavioral health care 
needs.  Services provided are: care coordination, behavioral health respite, flex funds, Intensive 



 

 

Home-Based Treatment (IHBT), Mobile Response Stabilization Services (MRSS), and Psychiatric 
Residential Treatment Facility (PRFT).   
 
Josh Lane – The Washington County Health Department is exploring ways to expand the Mobile 
Nursing Clinic throughout the County. They are currently in discussions with Memorial Health 
Systems to increase the clinic’s reach. The unit was recently present at a kindergarten 
registration event at a local school district.  Creating Healthy Communities is working with the 
New Matamoras Market Gardens and providing a planting class on March 28th.   
 
Melissa Doan – Head Start has open enrollment for the upcoming school year.  They are still 
finalizing a location in Belpre for Head Start. 
 
Dawn Rauch – Washington County Community Housing Improvement Program was awarded.  
This program provides emergency home repairs for low-income homeowners. The application 
process will be opening soon and if you have clients needing repairs, have them contact 
Washington/Morgan Community Action.  Transit is seeing a 32 % increase in ridership and 65% 
in unduplicated riders.  
 
Amanda Bohlen – 4H enrollment deadline is April 1st. The 4H Endowment Dinner will be April 
11th and tickets are $30.  
 
MEETING ADJOURNED 
  

Next meeting: April 15, 2026 @ 1:30 pm, 204 Davis Ave., EOC 
 
 
                                                                                                                                           
Prepared by:                                                Council Chair 
Jon Higgins                                                   Amanda Bohlen 

 
 
 
 

 

  


