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Mary Barnas & Andrea Sites - Tobacco 
Prevention Specialist, Washington County 
Health Department

June 5, 2025

mbarnas@wcgov.org

Youth access 
& availability 
of tobacco
- Plus resources

Since 2019, it has been illegal to sell tobacco to those 
below the age of 21

We’re so happy for you!
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The Toll of Tobacco in Ohio
High school students 
who smoke

3.6% (22,100)

High school students 
who use e-cigarettes

18.8%

Male high school 
students who smoke 
cigars (female use 
much lower)

5.0%

Kids (under 18) who try 
cigarettes for the first 
time each year

22,700

Adults in Ohio who 
smoke

15.0% (1,381,100)

Washington County adult 
smoking rates are much 
higher than state 
average - 23%.

Youth rates are the 
lowest they have been 
in 25 years!

Tobacco Industry Influence in Ohio

Annual tobacco industry marketing expenditures 
nationwide

$8.6 billion

Estimated portion spent for Ohio marketing each 
year

$409.6 million

Kids are twice as sensitive to tobacco advertising as adults and are more likely to be influenced to 
smoke by cigarette marketing than by peer pressure. One-third of underage experimentation with 
smoking is attributable to tobacco company advertising.



6/9/2025

3

Washington County - what to know

● 89% of tobacco retailers 
audited in Washington 
County displayed tobacco 
product advertisements 
located outside the store 
on windows, doors, 
buildings, sidewalks, or 
elsewhere.

● 33% of retailers 
audited offered 
flavored vapes 
that are 
unapproved for 
sale by the FDA. 

● Flavorings such 
as raspberry 
lemonade or 
watermelon ice 
are not legal.

● 78% of retailers 
audited offered 
some type of 
tobacco product 
that has been 
demonstrated to 
be more 
appealing to 
youth, including 
e-cigarettes and 
smokeless 
nicotine pouches.

Washington County - what to know

● There are currently 63 tobacco retailers in Washington County

● In 2025, underage purchasers worked alongside the Washington County Health 
Department to evaluate whether tobacco retailers are complying with the 
Tobacco 21 Law

● Of the 40 retailers surveyed, 5 sold to our underage purchasers (an 87.5% 
compliance rate)

○ This is an improvement from 2024, when the compliance rate was 81.8%

● As a follow up, retailers either received a reward letter or a warning 
letter
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Civic ClubsLocal Events Youth Organizations

Earth Day, Healthy 
Lungs 5K

Boys and Girls Club

Schools

County Middle & High 
Schools

Lions Club

Health Department 
Outreach

Youth Outreach Projects
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The Free Ohio Tobacco Quitline - A key to helping folks quit the habit

Live Vape Free - for teens and young adults
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If you are a provider… it has never been so easy

Tobacco use 
remains the 
leading cause 
of preventable 
disease and 
death in U.S.

The Ohio 
Tobacco Quit 
Line is the 
Gold Standard

If you are a provider - it has never been so easy

Ohio Tobacco Quit Line Referral Site (adults) -
https://rallycoaching.my.site.com/referral/s/

Ohio Tobacco Quit Line Referral Site (youth) -
www.livevapefree.com
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Thanks!

Contact us:
Washington County Health 
Department
340 Muskingum Drive
Marietta, OH 45750

(740) 374-2782

mbarnas@wcgov.org


